
  January 2018 

A Step-by-Step Guide to complying with new Health and Safety 
Executive legislation pertaining to Ionising Radiation*  
 
There are changes to Radiation Protection legislation being introduced in 2018.  Until now, the 
main pieces of legislation affecting general dental practice have been IRR99 (mainly focusing on 
occupational exposure for dental staff) and IR(ME)R 2000 (aimed at protecting patients from the 
harmful effects of ionising radiation).  

 

What is Changing?  

 From 1 January 2018, the Ionising Radiation Regulations 2017 (IRR17) replaced IRR99, and  

 The Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations 2018 (IRMER18) will replace IRMER 
2000 in 2018, probably in February. The guidance is not yet published, but it is not thought 
that it will have any major implications for general dental practices.  

 

How Will This Affect General Dental Practices?  

It is important to ensure all practices complete the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) notification 
process by re-registering with HSE. This must be done by 5th February 2018.  

This is a requirement of compliance with IRR17 and involves payment of a £25 registration fee. 
This applies to all practices working with ionising radiation, including those that have previously 
notified HSE that ionising radiation is used on their premises.  

Practices will only have to register once, unless relevant information changes significantly (e.g. 
change of practice address).  

Registration can be undertaken online and will involve a series of questions to identify the level of 
risk associated with the use of ionising radiation, to ensure all legal requirements have been 
addressed i.e. radiation risk assessment, appointment of an RPA.  

 

What Do I Do Next?  

Visit the HSE website here:   www.hse.gov.uk/radiation/ionising/notification-process.htm   

Select the <Notification of work with ionising radiations> tab from the left-hand menu.  

Click the link <notify, register or get consent from HSE>  

If you are already using ionising radiation you only need to REGISTER, not notify.  

Do this by selecting   APPLY NOWW  

Then create an account.  

Fill out the Profile details for your practice. (N.B. You will need to complete an individual 
application for each practice you own). 



  January 2018 

Click   UPDATE   Keep the page open and wait for a confirmation email.  

Click the <Complete Registration> link from the confirmation email.  

Once this is done, click on   UPDATE   on the application page on the HSE website, followed by  

  CONTINUE to IONISING RADIATION   then   APPLY NOWW            

Then follow Steps 1 to 4:  

Step 1  

In Question 1, unless you are a limited company, most applicants should select <Healthcare 
Provider> rather than <Sole Trader>.  

Step 2  

You should select - <register>, not <notify>.  

Select option 2 – register working with radiation generator (e.g. X-ray devices).  

Click on <View application>, then   CONFIRM   then  FINISH APPLICATION   

Step 3  

Read the Terms and Conditions then click   CONFIRM   then   SAVE  then  CONTINUE   

Step 4  

Proceed with payment. The cost is £25, which is a one-off payment.  

This completes the process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  * Thanks to NHS Forth Valley for sharing this guide 
 


